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The	Bill	Webber	House	
Re-Entry	Residential	

Summary	
This project, this mission is dedicated to the legacy of the late Dr. George W. Webber, better known to the 
people who knew him, loved him and whom he gave new life to as, “Bill.” 
 

 
 
Bill dedicated his life to making a change in the lives of those who were not treated fairly in society.  
Social Justice and Civil Rights were Bill’s initial causes through his progressive work in Urban Ministry, 
but in 1983, Bill brought the light of Education to Sing Sing Prison in the form of a Masters Degree 
program, through the New York Theological Seminary (NYTS), in which he was President.  This program 
turned men who society turned their backs on and labeled as worthless, into Agents of Change.  Men 
who returned to their communities with the same fire Bill Webber had when he brought his young family 
to East Harlem with the desire to make a positive change.   
 
For the past 33 years, NYTS has produced over 360 Agents of Change.  These Agents of Change are 
also responsible in the development and facilitation of The Certificate in Ministry and Human Services 
Program, which has produced over 500 graduates.  The men who studied under the discipline of these 
two programs not only changed their lives, but have changed the lives of many others in the work they 
are now doing.  Many  of these men have left prison to become Ministers, Chaplains, Social Workers, 
Teachers, Organization Leaders, Executive Directors, Independent Business men and simply law abiding  
men who saw the light of what it means to me a good man, and to work for the betterment of others.  
These are the Sons and the extended legacy of Bill Webber.   For this, and many other reasons, it is our 
desire to name this project and build this house in the name of the man who changed more lives than we 
could actually know, Bill Webber. 

	



	
	
Organizations	
	
Rising Hope, Inc., and Hudson Valley ReEntry Network, are two Non For Profit 501-C3 organizations that 
consolidated their resources and efforts to fill the void of a ReEntry Residential Program in the Dutchess 
County, New York area. 
 
Rising Hope, Inc. has offered a one-year Certificate in Ministry and Human Services college level course 
to people incarcerated in three (3) New York State Prisons for over 20 years.  Hudson Valley ReEntry 
Network is a newly minted organization (2014), dedicated to community networking, innovative programs 
and educating the Hudson Valley on the need to assist formerly incarcerated people for the betterment of 
the Hudson Valley. 
	
	
The	Need	
	
Securing housing among formerly incarcerated people has been a consistently overlooked issue in the 
ReEntry equation.  The first hurdle a person has to resolve before being released is securing an approved 
residence.   Leaving prison without a place to live presents several issues:  

   •  Formerly incarcerated people rarely have the financial resources or personal references necessary to 
compete for and secure housing in the private housing market.  

   •  Federal laws bar many formerly incarcerated people from qualifying for public housing and federally 
assisted housing programs, i.e., Section 8.  

   •  A number of formerly incarcerated people are not welcome back in their family homes.  

For a combination of these and other reasons, many people end up homeless after serving their prison 
sentence.  As a result, the status of “homelessness” and “ReEntry” creates an unbearable level of 
pressure on people returning to a society that is often unwelcoming and sometimes resentful.  

This often overlooked, but crucial part of ReEntry sabotages the reality of a second chance before one is 
released, tips the scale of potential recidivism and jeopardizes our communities.  It is our goal to address 
this void to do our part for the safety and security of our community.  We plan to make sure the men in 
our program who have little to no support will find it with our program to assure successful and a 
productive ReEntry. 

	
Our	Goal	
	
We are moving to establish Dutchess County’s first and only ReEntry Residential program.  In 2014, there 
were 2,784 people released to the Hudson Valley area on parole supervision.  Formerly incarcerated 
people without family support are relegated to the Dutchess County Shelter system, which is known for 
violence, drug activity and an absence of specialized case management.  Clearly, this is a recipe for 
recidivism, or worse, another violent act committed in our community.  It is our vision to establish a new 
paradigm in ReEntry Residential; one that incorporates a safe, drug-free living environment attached to a 
program module and a mentoring system that will create a successful ReEntry experience for men 
without the family support system. 

	
	
	
	
	



Location	
	
We have designated 112 Little Market Street, Poughkeepsie, New York as the site location (photo below).    
The Fite House at 112 Little Market Street is a landmark building in the central commercial district of 
Poughkeepsie, built for Professor Emerson Fite, a Vassar College professor of Political Science, and a 
dedicated public servant.  The building is 2,650 SF and was originally built in 1810, and restored in1932.  
There are two common areas, four to five bedrooms, 1½ bathrooms, an attic area and basement.  We 
have designated four bedrooms on the second floor as living quarters for seven men, (three of the large 
rooms will serve as double man rooms) while the smaller room will be designated as a single room.  
There is a full bathroom on the second floor.  On the first floor there is a room off the kitchen that will be 
designated as a single man room.  There is a half bathroom on the first floor.  The home also features 
three fireplaces and a large backyard area. 
	

	
112	Little	Market	Street,	Poughkeepsie,	NY	12601	

	

112 Little Market Street is conveniently located several blocks from Poughkeepsie’s business district 
where the Department of Social Services, the Department of Labor, Dutchess County’s ReEntry Program, 
Ridley-Lowell Business and Technical Institute, Dutchess  BOCES  and other related services are 
located.  112 Little Market Street is also close to public transportation (the City Bus stop is right in front of 
the building), and across the street from a Public library, convenience store, laundry, and other related 
services. 
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